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III. An Account of a (pyramidal Appearance -in the 
Heavens, obferVed near Upminfter in Efiex, by 
the (Reverend Mr. William Derham, K S. 

Vpmwfier , April 7. 1707. 

T HE Afternoon of Thurfday April 3. laft, I devoted in 
fome meafure to the Service of the Royal Society t to 
take Angles, in order to finifli tny Obfervadons about 
Sounds. And as l was returning home, I perceived in the 
Weftern part of the Heavens, about a quarter of an Hour 
after Sun-fet, a Jong /lender Pyramidal Appearance , per¬ 
pendicular to the Horizon. Tne Bafe of this Pyramid I 
judged to bedoubtlefs the Sun (then below the Horizon.) 
Its Apex reachr 15 or 20 Degrees above the Ho¬ 
rizon. Ir was throughout of a rufty red Colour ; and 
when -Ifirft faw it, pretty vivid and ftrong^ but the top- 
part fainter much than the bottom, nearer the Horizon-. 
At what time this Appearance began, whether at, or how 
foon auer Sun-fet, 1 cannot fay, being at that time in a 
Friend’s Houfe. But about a quarter of an Hour after 
Sun-fet, as foon as I was gotten abroad, I perceived if, 
and had for fome time a fair Profpeft of it, the Horizon 
being pretty free and open where I then was. But after 
a while, it grew by degrees weaker and weaker, fo that in 
about a quarter of an Hour after I nr ft faw it, the top- 
part (a. b. d. in Fig. 1.) was fearce vifible. But the lower 
part remained vivid much longer, but yet grew by degrees 
(horterand ftiorter. I faw the Remains of the lower half 
(b. d. e.f.) a full Hour after Sun-fet ^ and fhould per¬ 
haps have feen it longer, had the Horizon been open. But 
it was often in my Walk pent up with Trees, which not 
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only obftru&ed my fight of the end of this urmfual Ap¬ 
pearance, but alfo hindered me from an exquifire Ol> 
iervation of all the Particulars that might probably 
occur. 

The whole. Atmofphere feemed haxy,.and full of Va¬ 
pours, efpecially towards the Sun-fet. The Moon, and 
Stars were that Evening bearded at that time, and fucceed- 
ed with an Halo about the Moon' afterwards. Which 
difpofition of the Air was probably the caufe of the Phe¬ 
nomenon. But*the Pyramid was undoubtedly imprinted 
upon the far .diftanfc Vapours of the Atmofphere y it being 
manifeftly farther off, or lying beyond fome fmall thin 
Clouds (c. /. c. /.) that intercepted it, and in thofe parts 
covered and hid it. 

Altho’ I have the greateft part of my Life been ready 
enough to take notice of fuch Appearances, yet I do not 
remember I ever faw any thing like it, except the white 
Pyramidal Glade, which is now entitled by the Name 
of the Aurora Borealis . And it being (except in Colour 
and Length) fo like that, I have thought it worth your 
cognizance, and, if you think fit, of our moft illuftrious 
and famous Society alfo 5 becaufe it may perchance in 
fome meafure conduce to the Solution of that odd Pilar- 
nomenon, the Aurora Borealis. 

I was juft going to give you fome of my Obfervations 
about the Migration of Birds this Year, which makes me 
hope, that that Subjcd is within the reach of the Royal 
Society to difeover. But being prevented, I have not time 
juft now, but (hall referve it for a more convenient Op¬ 
portunity, when 1 have more leifure. 

i have fearched every Night fincc for this Pyramis 
Vefpertina, but have not feen any fuch Appearance, al¬ 
though the next Evening was hazy and likely. I alfo 
looked out to fee whether the Aurora Borealis would fuc- 
ceed in the room thereof, but difeovered no fuch thing. 
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